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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1. Claims 40-43 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 40-43, the fact claim 40 depends forward on claim 41, makes claim 40- 
43 indefinite. The office suggests that claims 40-43 depend on claim 39. The office 
treated claims 40-43 as they depend on claim 39. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 19-27, 30-37, 39-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tuskada (U.S. Patent No. 4, 640, 987). 

Regarding claim 1, Tuskada discloses a method of answering an incoming call at a 
cordless telephone (figures 1, 4, 5, 7 abstract, column 3, lines 1-51) comprising the steps 
of: a first party answering the incoming call at a handset of the cordless telephone 
(column 2, lines 56-60), the handset being at a location separate from a base unit of the 



States. 
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cordless telephone (figure 1, number 1); the first party alerting a second party, by 
initiating an intercom connection between the handset and the base unit, while the 
incoming call is automatically placed in a hold status (column 16, lines 20-26, figure 4, 
number 232); and the second party accepting the incoming call at the base unit by 
terminating the hold status (column 16, lines 3-14). 

Regarding claim 2, Tuskada discloses a method as in claim 1, wherein the first party 
accepts the incoming call by terminating the hold status (column 15, lines 8-22). 

Regarding claim 3, Tuskada discloses a method of answering an incoming call at a 
cordless telephone (figures 1, 4, 6, 7 abstract, column 3, lines 1-51) comprising the steps 
of: a first party answering the incoming call at a base unit of the cordless telephone 
(column 2, lines 56-60), a handset being at a location separate from the base unit of the 
cordless telephone (figure 1, number 1); the first party alerting a second party, by 
initiating an intercom connection between the base unit and the handset, while the 
incoming call is automatically placed in a hold status (column 15, lines 7-16); and the 
second party accepting the incoming call at the handset by terminating the hold status 
(column 15, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claim 4, Tuskada discloses a method as in claim 3, wherein the first party 
accepts the incoming call by terminating the hold status (column 16, lines 3-26). 
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Regarding claim 6, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone system (figure 1) comprising: 
a base station including first control circuitry for controlling operations at said base 
station (column 4, lines 17-23, figure 4); and at least one cordless telephone handset for 
communicating with said base station (figure 1, number 1), each including second control 
circuitry for controlling operations at said handset (column 4, lines 13-16 and 24-28, 
figure 3); said first and second control circuitry operating in response to initiation of an 
intercom communication at one of said base station and handset to place an active call at 
least one of said base station and handset on hold during said intercom communication 
(figures 5, 6,7 and figure 4, number 232). 

Regarding claim 7, Tuskada discloses the system as in claim 6, wherein said first control 
circuitry causes said active call to be placed on hold when said intercom communication 
is initiated during said active call and initiates said intercom communication between said 
base station and said handset (column 15, lines 8-22). 

Regarding claim 8, Tuskada discloses the system as in claim 7, wherein said first control 
circuitry causes an active call to be re-engaged when said base unit or said handset 
terminates said intercom communication (column 15, lines 38-53 and column 16, lines 
35-42). 

Regarding claim 19, Tuskada discloses a method of claim 1, step of initiating an intercom 
connection between the handset (column 15, lines 38-53) and the base unit comprises 
activating an intercom initiator on handset (column 15, lines 54-69). 
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Regarding claim 20, Tuskada discloses a method of claim 1, step of alerting a second 
party comprises sending an intercom connection request from handset to base unit 
(column 16, lines 20-26). 

Regarding claim 21, Tuskada discloses a method of claim 1, comprising step of initiating 
an intercom connection between the handset and the base unit by sending and end 
intercom signal from handset to base unit (column 16, lines 35-49). 

Regarding claim 22, Tuskada discloses a method as in claim 21, step of sending an end 
intercom signal from handset comprises activating an intercom control at handset 
(column 16, lines 35-41). 

Regarding claim 23, Tuskada discloses a method of claim 1, step of the second party 
accepting the incoming call at the base unit by terminating the hold status further 
comprises activating a telephone line control on base unit (column 16, lines 3-9 and 20- 
23). 

Regarding claim 24 and 25, Tuskada discloses a method as in claim 3, step of initiating 
an intercom communication between the base unit and the handset comprises sending an 
intercom communication request signal from base unit to at least handset (column 15, 
lines 8-16). 
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Regarding claim 26, Tuskada discloses a method as in claim 3, comprising terminating 
step of initiating an intercom connection between the base unit and the handset by 
activating and intercom initiator at base unit (column 15, lines 23-32). 

Regarding claim 27, Tuskada discloses a method as in claim 26, intercom initiator at base 
unit comprises an intercom control switch (figure 4, 253 and column 15, lines 23-32). 

Regarding claim 30, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset (figure 1, number 1, 
figures 3, 5, 7 and column 4, lines 13-16, and 24-30) comprising: a controller (figure 3, 
number 140), a speaker/microphone (figure 3, number 128), a transceiver (figure 3, 
number 100); and an intercom control portion (figure 3, number 153), intercom control 
portion being actuatable during an active call connection with handset to send a signal to 
controller, controller in response to signal sending a first intercom control signal through 
transceiver to a cordless telephone base station (figures 1, 3, column 16, lines 3-9); active 
call is placed on hold and an intercom communication is requested between handset and 
base station when first intercom control signal is sent by handset during active call 
(column 16, lines 3-9 and lines 20-26). 

Regarding claim 31, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset as in claim 30, first 
control signal is an intercom initiation signal (column 16, lines 3-9). 
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Regarding claim 32 and 33, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset as in claim 
30, wherein an intercom communication connection is established when handset receives 
a second intercom control signal from base station (column 15, lines 8-16). 

Regarding claim 34 and 35, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset as in claim 
32, wherein controller terminates intercom communication request between handset and 
base station by send an end intercom signal from handset to base station (column 16, 
lines 35-41). 

Regarding claim 36, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset as in claim 32, 
wherein controller causes active call to be re-engaged and intercom communication 
connection to end when an active telephone line control of handset is activated during 
intercom communication connection or a third intercom control signal is sent by handset 
to base station during intercom communication connection (column 16, lines 49-55). 

Regarding claim 37, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset as in claim 36, 
wherein third intercom signal is an end intercom signal (column 16, lines 49-55). 

Regarding claim 39, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone base station (figure 1, 
number 2, figures 4, 6, 7 and column 4, lines 16-23) comprising: a controller (figure 4, 
number 240), a speaker/microphone (column 4, lines 1 1-17), a transceiver (figure 4, 
number 200); and an intercom control portion (figure 4, number 253), intercom control 
portion being actuatable during an active call to send a signal to controller, controller in 
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response to signal sends a first intercom control signal through transceiver to a cordless 
telephone handset (figures 1, 4, 7 column 15, lines 8-15); active call is placed on hold 
and an intercom communication is requested between base station and handset when first 
intercom control signal is sent by base station during active call (column 15, lines 8-16). 

Regarding claim 40, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone handset as in claim 39, first 
control signal is an intercom initiation signal (column 15, lines 13-15). 

Regarding claim 41 and 42, Tuskada discloses a handset as in claim 39, wherein an 
intercom communication connection is established when base station receives a second 
intercom control signal from handset (column 16, lines 20-26). 

Regarding claim 43, Tuskada discloses a base station as in claim 39, base station further 
comprises a telephone line control (figure 4, number 240), controller causes active call to 
be re-engaged and intercom communication connection to end when telephone line 
control is activated during intercom communication connection (column 15, lines 23-53). 
or a third intercom control signal is sent by base station to handset during active call 
(column 15, lines 54-66). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 09/777,889 



Page 9 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5, 15, 17, 28, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 463, 659) in view of Becker (U.S. Patent No. 4, 731, 

814). 

Regarding claim 5, Nealon discloses a method of answering an incoming call at a 
cordless telephone with multiple handsets (figure 1, numbers 20, 30, 40, figure 5, 
numbers 30, 40) comprising the steps of: a first party answering the incoming call at the 
first handset of the cordless telephone (column 3, lines 5-16), the second handset being at 
a location separate from a base unit of the cordless telephone and said first handset 
(figure 1, numbers 20, 30, 40, figure 5, numbers 30, 40); the first party alerting a second 
party, by initiating an intercom connection between said first handset and said second 
handset (column 10, lines 6-10). However, Nealon fails to disclose that the incoming call 
is automatically placed in a hold status; and accepting the incoming call at the handset by 
terminating the hold status. But, Becker discloses the incoming call is automatically 
placed in a hold status; and accepting the incoming call at the handset by terminating the 
hold status (column 11, lines 18-28). Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 
5, 463, 659) with Becker (U.S. Patent No. 4, 731, 814) in order to transfer an incoming 
call to more than one handsets, in other rooms/locations without dropping the call. 
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Regarding claim 15, Nealon discloses a cordless telephone base station (figures 1 and 2, 
number 10) comprising: a controller (figure 2, number 110); a transceiver (figure 2, 
number 140); and an intercom initiator (column 10, lines 58-63), intercom initiation 
signal is received from a handset (column 10, lines 42-53). However, Nealon fails to 
disclose wherein when an intercom initiation signal is received from a handset during an 
active call, said active call is placed on hold and an intercom communication is initiated; 
wherein when said intercom initiator is activated during an active call, said active call is 
placed on hold and an intercom communication is initiated. But, Becker discloses when 
an intercom initiation signal is received during an active call, said active call is placed on 
hold and an intercom communication is initiated; wherein when said intercom initiator is 
activated during an active call, said active call is placed on hold and an intercom 
communication is initiated (column 11, lines 18-28). Therefore, at the time of the 
invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 463, 659) with Becker (U.S. Patent No. 4, 731, 814) in order 
to able to communicate internally between the handset and base station even when the 
call is up via external line. 

Regarding claim 17, Nealon discloses a cordless telephone handset (figure 2, number 20) 
comprising: a controller; a speaker/microphone (figure 2, number 281, 282); a 
transceiver (figure 2, number 240); and an intercom initiator (figure 2, number 260, 
column 5, lines 32-37), intercom communication is initiated with at least base station 
(column 10, lines 42-55). However, Nealon fails to disclose intercom initiator is activated 
during an active call, said active call is placed on hold; wherein when an intercom 
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initiation signal is received during an active call, said active call is placed on hold and an 
intercom communication is initiated. But, Becker discloses intercom initiator is activated 
during an active call, said active call is placed on hold; wherein when an intercom 
initiation signal is received during an active call, said active call is placed on hold and an 
intercom communication is initiated (column 11, lines 18-44). Therefore, at the time of 
the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 463, 659) with Becker (U.S. Patent No. 4, 731, 814) 
in order to able to communicate internally between the handset and base station even 
when the call is up via external line. 

Regarding claim 28, the combination of Nealon and Becker disclose a method as in claim 
5, step of alerting a second party comprises sending an intercom connection request 
signal from first handset to at least second handset (see Nealon column 10, lines 6-11). 

Regarding claim 29, the combination of Nealon and Becker disclose a method as in claim 
5, comprising terminating step of initiating an intercom connection between first handset 
and second handset by activating an intercom control on first handset (see Nealon column 
10, lines 31-37). 

4. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tuskada 
(U.S. Patent No. 4, 640, 987) in view of Yamagata (U.S. Patent No 5, 296, 766). 
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Regarding claim 38, Tuskada discloses a cordless handset as in claim 32, intercom 
communication connection to end when and end intercom signal is received from base 
station during intercom communication connection (column 15, lines 23-33). However, 
Tuskada fails to explicitly disclose wherein controller causes active call to be terminated 
with handset. But, Yamagata discloses controller causes active call to be terminated with 
handset (column 10, lines 10-18). Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine Tuskada (U.S. Patent No. 

4, 640, 987) with of Yamagata (U.S. Patent No 5, 296, 766) because the user does not 
have to go to the base station to terminate a call. 

5. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tuskada (U.S. Patent No. 4, 640, 987) in view of Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 463, 659). 

Regarding claim 9, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone system (figure 1) comprising: 
a base station including first control circuitry for controlling operations at said base 
station (column 4, lines 17-23, figure 4), to place an active call on hold during said 
intercom communication (column 15, lines 8-17, column 16, lines 20-26). However, 
Tuskada fails to disclose at least a first and second cordless telephone handsets for 
communicating with said base station including second and third control circuitry for 
controlling operations at said first and second handsets respectively; said first, second and 
third control circuitry operating in response to initiation of an intercom communication at 
said base station or one of said first and second handsets. But, Nealon discloses at least a 
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first and second cordless telephone handsets for communicating with said base station 
(figure 1, numbers 10, 20, 30, 40) including second and third control circuitry for 
controlling operations at said first and second handsets respectively (figure 2, number 20 
and column 3, lines 17-23), said first, second and third control circuitry operating in 
response to initiation of an intercom communication at said base station or one of said 
first and second handsets (column 10, lines 6-10, lines 42-44, and lines 58-66). Therefore, 
at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine Tuskada (U.S. Patent No. 4, 640, 987) with Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 
463, 659) in order to transfer an incoming call to more than one handsets, in other 
rooms/locations without dropping the call. 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Tuskada and Nealon disclose the system as in 
claim 9, wherein said first control circuitry causes said active call to be placed on hold 
when an intercom communication is initiated during said active call and initiates said 
intercom communication between said base station and said at least a first (see Tuskada 
column 15, lines 8-18) and second handsets (see Nealon figure 1, numbers 30, 40, 
column 10, lines 58-66)). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combination of Tuskada and Nealon disclose the system as in 
claim 10, wherein said first control circuitry causes an active call to be re-engaged when 
said base unit or one of said at least a first (see Tuskada column 15, lines 38-53 and 
column 16, lines 35-42) and second handsets terminates said intercom communication 
(see Nealon figure 1 and column 10, lines 6-11). 
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Regarding claim 12, Tuskada discloses a cordless telephone system comprising a base 
station including first control circuitry for controlling operations at said base station 
(column 4, lines 17-23, figure 4) and separate intercom buttons for each handset (figure 
3, number 153, column 16, lines 3-10, column 4, lines 13-16 and 24-28, figure 3); to 
place an active call on hold during said intercom communication (column 15, lines 8-17, 
column 16, lines 20-26), separate intercom button for said base station (figure 4, number 
253, column 15, lines 8-15), said first, second control circuitry operating in response to 
initiation of an intercom communication at said base station (column 15, lines 8-15). 
However, Tuskada fails to disclose at least a first and second cordless telephone handsets 
for communicating with said base station including second and third control circuitry for 
controlling operations at said first and second handsets respectively and a separate 
intercom button for said base station and each other of said handsets; said first, second 
and third control circuitry operating in response to initiation of an intercom 
communication at one of said base station and said first and second handsets. But, Nealon 
discloses at least a first and second cordless telephone handsets for communicating with 
said base station (figure 1, numbers 10, 20, 30, 40) including second and third control 
circuitry for controlling operations at said first and second handsets respectively (figure 
2, number 20 and column 3, lines 17-23) and a separate intercom button for each other of 
said handsets (figure 4, number 401, column 3, lines 17-23); said third control circuitry 
operating in response to initiation of an intercom communication at one of said base 
station and said first and second handsets (column 3, lines 1 1-23 and column 10, lines 6- 
10 and lines 42-44). Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine Tuskada (U.S. Patent No. 4, 640, 987) 
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with Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 463, 659) in order to transfer an incoming call to more 
than one handsets, in other rooms/locations without dropping the call. 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Tuskada and Nealon disclose the system as in 
claim 12, wherein said first control circuitry causes said active call to be placed on hold 
when an intercom communication is initiated during said active call and initiates an 
intercom communication between said base station and said at least a first handset (see 
Tuskada column 15, lines 8-18) and second handsets (see Nealon figure 1, numbers 30, 
40, column 10, lines 58-66). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Tuskada and Nealon disclose the system as in 
claim 13, wherein said first control circuitry causes an active call to be re-engaged when 
said base station or one of said at least a first and second handsets terminates said 
intercom communication (see Tuskada column 15, lines 38-53). 

6. Claims 16, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nealon (U.S. Patent No. 5, 463, 659) and Becker (U.S. Patent No. 4, 731, 814) as applied 
to claim 15 above, and further in view of Tuskada (U.S. Patent No. 4, 640, 987). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Nealon and Becker disclose a base station as in 
claim 15, wherein said controller causes intercom initiator is activated during an active 
call or an intercom initiation signal is received during an active call (see Becker column 
11, lines 18-28), intercom initiation signal is received from handset (see Nealon column 
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10, lines 42-53). However, Nealon and Becker fail to disclose controller causing an active 
call to be re-engaged and causes said intercom communication to end. But Tuskada 
discloses controller causing an active call to be re-engaged and causes said intercom 
communication to end (column 15, lines 38-53). Therefore, at the time of the invention it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine Nealon (U.S. 
Patent No. 5, 463, 659) and Becker (U.S. Patent No. 4, 731, 814) with Tuskada (U.S. 
Patent No. 4, 640, 987) in order to complete the call in a right manner as opposed to 
dropping the call disruptively. 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Nealon and Becker disclose a cordless telephone 
handset as in claim 17. However, Nealon and Becker fail to disclose controller causes 
said active call to be re-engaged and said intercom communication to end when said 
intercom initiator is activated during said intercom communication or an intercom 
initiation signal is received during said active call. But, Tuskada discloses controller 
causes said active call to be re-engaged and said intercom communication to end when 
said intercom initiator is activated during said intercom communication or an intercom 
initiation signal is received during said active call (column 16, lines 20-41) in order to 
complete the call in a right manner as opposed to dropping the call disruptively. 
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Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-43 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alemayehu Behulu whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4828. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 703-308-6739. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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